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Resuming Sunday Gatherings Information 

This document seeks to answer questions you may have and provide necessary information regarding 

our plans as The Grove Church entering the month of June. If you have any questions or concerns not 

covered by this document or in response to this document, please don’t hesitate to contact a staff 

member. 

Ephesians 4:1-3 says, “Walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all 

humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

These verses guide the hope behind this document. We believe this document will help you to be better 

informed and prepared to resume gathering together on Sundays as a church family. Let’s remember…  

1. A spirit of unity matters more than our personal preferences. 

2. We could settle for convenience, but instead, let’s pursue community. 

Our desire is that you will prayerfully consider, with a cautiously wise faith, how you will move forward. 

 

Are we actually allowed to resume gatherings? 

The simple answer is YES. Here are excerpts from Governor Lee’s most recent guidance outlining how 

decisions are to be made for churches in Tennessee. We are not bound by what other states are doing 

or what any news outlet is suggesting. 

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution and Article I of the Tennessee Constitution protect the 

right of Tennesseans to worship and freely exercise their religion in every aspect of their lives according to the 

dictates of their own consciences. Additionally, the Tennessee Religious Freedom Restoration Act (T.C.A. § 4-1-407) 

provides additional protections for religious liberty. Thus, state and local governments must ensure these core 

constitutional and statutory rights are protected. These suggestions are not, and should not be construed as, 

mandates or requirements by the State of Tennessee, the Governor’s Office of Faith-Based and Community 

Initiatives, or any other entity of federal, state, or local government. Decisions about when to resume in-person 

gatherings are serious and should be made by each house of worship and its leadership based on the unique 

needs of its faith community, and in consideration of preserving and protecting health and safety to the greatest 

extent practicable. Governor Lee’s executive orders have been clear that religious services are essential, rather 

than social gatherings. (taken from TN.Gov “Guidance for Gathering Together in Houses of Worship” May 1, 2020) 

 

Should we follow the local guidelines for Knox County?  

As noted above, the Governor has empowered individual churches to make their own decisions, so we 

are proceeding forward with a cautiously wise faith. We will implement recommended guidelines along 
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with trusting what God reveals to our church leadership as it pertains specifically to The Grove. Let’s 

remember, no two churches are alike.  

Local county leadership has recently said our county is on track for phase 2 of the reopening beginning 

May 28th. We do know Phase 2 allows for social gatherings of up to 50 people. Churches have been 

deemed “essential” by Governor Lee and are not considered “social gatherings” (see above). However, 

this part of Phase 2 in Knox County’s reopening plan should generally encourage you to feel more 

comfortable gathering around people in various settings.  

 

What’s happening in Knox County with Covid-19? 

The impact of Covid-19 looks vastly different across our country and many varying viewpoints are 

constantly placed in front of us. For example, Covid-19’s impact on New York and New Jersey are not 

really even comparable to Knox County. Also, depending on your preferred sources of news and 

updates, there’s a good chance you are hearing all kinds of information being presented from biased 

perspectives. It’s easy to be confused and even fearful because of what’s presented, but let’s look at the 

most recent stats for Knox County, which is ultimately what matters most for those of us living in Knox 

County.  

We have nearly 500,000 residents in Knox County. According to the most recent Knox County Health 

Department updates as of Wednesday, May 20, 2020, we have experienced 322 total cases, 282 

recovered cases, 35 active cases, and 2 current hospitalizations. Thankfully, we’ve been very fortunate in 

Knox County, and these numbers are really low when compared to other places. You will also find other 

extremely low numbers if you research our neighboring counties. These low numbers don’t mean we 

should ignore suggested guidelines, but it means we can safely resume many aspects of life in 

appropriate phases.  

Additionally, we should not live in fear of a virus that has made very minimal impact on OUR county. 

This could change in the future, but just because numbers have been low, we shouldn’t assume they will 

one day increase or even remain low. We simply don’t know about the future, so let’s live in the present 

by moving forward with cautiously wise faith in our context here in Knox County. Remember what Jesus 

said in Matthew 6:34, “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for 

itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” 

 

How are we going to reopen our building for Sunday gatherings? 

We are moving into a phased reopening of our church building with Sunday morning services beginning 

Sunday, June 7th. We will have two services each Sunday, 9:30am and 11:00am. Here’s what you need to 

know about deciding which gathering you will attend.  

 If you aren’t connected to a ST-Group, then feel free to attend the gathering of your choice, but 

please commit to a service time and don’t flex between service times from week to week.  
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 We are encouraging people connected to a ST-Group who want to attend our gatherings at the 

building to use the allotted time schedule as provided below. This suggested schedule will help 

us to balance our numbers and capacity.  

 However, these suggested times are not required times for anyone and are only suggestions. 

With whatever service you choose, we do ask that you commit to your service time and not flex 

back and forth from week to week.  

9:30am Service suggested ST-Groups 
Kevin Brown, Craig Cantrell, Michelle Clupper, Quint Elkins, Penny Sparks, Jim Strom 

11:00am Service suggested ST-Groups  
Jonathan Absher, Josh Duncan, Tanner Justice, Robbie Overton, Stephanie Sayne, Eric Smith, Jimbo Watson 

 Our seating capacity has been reduced approximately 50% to help with social distancing. We will 

have to limit the number of people at each gathering, but we anticipate being able to 

accommodate everyone who will attend with these two services. If needed, we will make plans 

for a third service.  

  

What should you prepare for and consider as we resume gatherings? 

These next two months of gathering will be different from what used to be normal. We know more 

about June than we do for July at this point, but we want to encourage you to resume gathering  

in-person and not be fearful. You should be cautious and asses your own risk, but we do not want you to 

simply default to not attending out of mere convenience. Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider 

how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 

some, but encouraging one another…” This applies to all seasons of life, but again, let’s use a cautiously 

wise faith. Here are some important things we want you to know as we strive to keep our focus on Jesus 

as we resume our gatherings. 

 Masks/Face Coverings: Per the recommended guidelines, we encourage you to wear a mask, 

especially coming and going.  

The Governor’s guidelines are recommendations, not mandates. There is not a law enforcing masks/face 

coverings in our state, so we will not enforce it to the point of making it a requirement to enter our 

building.  

We realize you may want to wear a mask/face covering, and that is perfectly fine. We ask you to please 

not create a double standard for how you interact in other places when compared to gathering with the 

church. If you freely go to retailers, grocery stores, restaurants, etc. where others are not wearing 

masks/face coverings, then please don’t let this issue be the reason you don’t gather with us.  

All of this to say… If you will be offended by or tempted to judge someone who is or is not wearing a 

mask, then please connect with us via the online video (more info is provided below). Everyone has a 

right to proceed forward making their own decisions in this unusual time, and we will extend grace to all 

as a church. 
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 Upon entering the building, please proceed into the worship area and find a seat. Once the 

service concludes, please exit the building as you are directed. Further interactions and 

conversations can take place in the parking lot.  

People of the same household do not have to social distance. Our seats are grouped into sections of 4- 

seats and 3-seats. If your household requires more than 4 seats, then please use two sections of seats or 

ask for assistance. If you attend by yourself or come with one other person, then please try to use a 3-

seat section rather than a 4-seat section. You can also sit with two seats between you and another 

person not of your household.  

To further encourage social distancing, please do not congregate in the lobby or form “standing talking 

circles/groups” in the worship area. Coffee and refreshments will not be provided at this time. You are 

definitely welcome to talk to the people who are seated near you once you find your seat. Other 

interactions could happen in the parking lot where people are coming and going along with easier social 

distancing being able to be practiced outside.  

Again, as was mentioned with the masks, if you will be offended or tempted to judge someone who 

may not be practicing social distancing to your liking, then please connect with us via the online video 

(more info is provided below). We must maintain a spirit of grace and unity by not allowing the enemy 

to create division in this season. 

 Greet one another using non-contact methods. 

You may have no concerns with a handshake, fist-bump or hug. However, you do not know how 

someone else may feel about person-to-person contact, so please do not initiate these types of 

interaction. Consider giving an “air” fist-bump, “air” high-five or simply use a verbal greeting.  

 Our Sunday gatherings will be 1-hour FAMILY FRIENDLY services. Grove Kids (Nursery-

Elementary) will not be provided in June, but don’t simply assume it’s best for you to not 

attend as a family because we don’t have Grove Kids. 

We will plan our services with kids in mind and keep them to one hour, so we encourage you to lead 

your families not simply out of convenience. We realize your initial reaction may be to not gather at the 

building because we are not providing Grove Kids, but we ask you to make a prayerful decision rather 

than one based off mere convenience or immediate reaction.  

We may resume with limited nursery/PreK in July, but nothing has been determined at this time.   

Families with elementary age kids are encouraged to attend the service, and we will have ways for them 

to be intentionally included within the service. 

-Our Grove Kids Leadership will be communicating weekly challenges for your kids to share with 

the church on Sundays. This will be a fun way for kids to be involved in the church. 
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Families who have kids in the nursery-PreK age range are welcome to attend as well, but we realize this 

may be harder for you to do so than those with Elementary age kids.  

-Perhaps you can consider rotating which parent stays home each week.  

-Bring a tablet or device to help occupy them (with headphones or volume off). We will not 

frown upon this for your PreK kids. 

-Please know we will fully welcome you, your little ones, and the noise they might make.  

For those of you who don’t have kids, please extend grace and patience toward our families. As a 

church, we would rather hear the noises of kids in our service than not have families with us.  

Regardless of what you choose, please remember the spiritual development of your children is 

ultimately up to you as the parent. Prayerfully discover and implement the best spiritual rhythms for 

your family in this season. Our Grove Kids leaders will continue to provide resources and ideas via the 

Grove Kids Facebook page to help you disciple your kids.  

 

What does all this mean for you? 

 Your next step depends on your situation and is ultimately up to you.  

The vast majority of people who are a part of our church fall into the part of the population that should 

not live in fear of this virus. You should be wise and cautious, but not afraid to gather with your church 

family. However, if you are over 65 and/or have underlying health conditions, then you are at a greater 

risk and should keep that in mind. If you have been sick recently, then please stay at home. 

 In regards to attending our Sunday gatherings, you will need to decide if you can attend with a 

spirit and mindset that is free from judging and/or being offended by others.  

In addition to cleaning and sanitizing our building before, between and after services, to the best of our 

ability, we will put all the necessary precautions we can in place as are mentioned previously in this 

document. However, we cannot fully control how others may respect those boundaries.  

Therefore… If you will be offended or tempted to judge someone who may not be practicing social 

distancing to your liking, then please connect with us via our online stream (more info is provided 

below).  

As a church, we will not allow this issue to be divisive in any way. We will extend grace to everyone who 

attends. Some people are extremely fearful of this virus. Others believe everything is overblown. Many 

people fall somewhere in-between, so together we will be gracious and respectful to all people in 

regards to our Sunday gatherings.  

 

What will be offered if I choose to not attend the gatherings? 

We will resume live streaming (not pre-recorded videos) of our services in June. We will prioritize the 

live streaming of our services via YouTube as we move forward. We’ve found that YouTube tends to be 
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much easier to work with and is more reliable. You can subscribe to our YouTube channel by going 

here… https://www.youtube.com/GroveChurchKnoxville  

However, we plan to continue with our Facebook stream as well, but just know some limitations within 

Facebook are out of our control and can impact the quality of the stream.  

Additionally, as it was mentioned above, our Grove Kids leaders will continue to provide resources and 

ideas via the Grove Kids Facebook page to help you disciple your kids and lead them spiritually.  

 

What about ST-Groups? 

As we discussed in our May update, we want to move forward as a “gathered” AND “scattered” church. 

We have seen some great connections and relationships begin to form through our ST-Groups in this 

season, and we are so glad this has happened. Therefore, we do not want to lose those connections, so 

we are giving the guidance below to our ST-Groups… 

 ST-Groups will be our new connection point strategy beyond Sundays in place of “Missional 

Communities.” 

 Each ST-Group should find the best time/rhythm of connecting for their group. This could be in-

person, via Zoom, or alternating between both. It could be at a recurring time or floating from 

meeting to meeting. Communication and planning are the key. 

 ST-Groups will have at least two spiritually focused and intentional gatherings each month. 

These gatherings would include discussion of the sermon, a specific Bible passage, etc.  

 ST-Groups should discover how they will help everyone to take their next steps of faith together 

in the areas of Knowing and Serving: Jesus, Each Other, and their adopted Mission. 

https://www.youtube.com/GroveChurchKnoxville

