
Six years ago, God blessed my family and I with the opportunity to begin serving and leading with The 

Grove Church. Since then, God has allowed us as a church to… 

 

 Increase our ministry in the community including outreach efforts on 5th Sundays and the Halls 

Sports Camp 

 Celebrate dozens of baptisms 

 Start several groups that have helped people further connect beyond Sundays 

 Persevere through the difficult Covid pandemic season where many churches were forced to close 

or greatly reduce their ministry capacities. 
 

About 18 months ago, I began sensing that God was moving me into a new ministry opportunity, and 

while I initially did not know for sure what that would be, we know now He led me back into a school 

classroom setting as a teacher. The church and our leadership graciously allowed me to begin teaching at 

Berean Christian School this past August while also continuing to oversee the teaching and vision ministry 

of The Grove. 

 

Since then, two things have become clearer to me… 

 

First, God has furthered affirmed His plans for me to teach school. I have greatly enjoyed teaching again, 

and I'm excited about this new season of ministry. This first semester of teaching school has also been 

eye-opening to the possibilities for ministry impact in a school setting where surprisingly less than 50% of 

the families are actively involved in church. God has made it clear that He has me there for more than just 

teaching school. 

 

Second, I have realized that because of how God has shifted my ministry focus, I believe it's not in the 

best interest of The Grove or myself if I remain responsible for the overarching vision. In many ways, I feel 

pulled between two ministry opportunities that I care about, and I don’t want The Grove to be held back 

as it needs to move forward in its next steps. By me stepping out of my role and further pursuing the new 

ministry season God has for me, it will allow someone else to give fresh vision and leadership to The 

Grove. As of February 26th, I will no longer be a part of The Grove in any formal, paid, leadership capacity. 

 

Please know that I am only able to make this transition with a great sense of peace because I am 

confident God is already at work regarding the future of The Grove. Recent ministry leadership changes 

show God has been several steps ahead of us with the new additions to our staff over the last six months. 

He has positioned the needed leadership for the next season of The Grove’s ministry. 

 

According to our bylaws, there are two scenarios for identifying a new lead pastor. One involves the 

departing lead pastor making a recommendation and the other doesn't. After many conversations with 

our leadership team, I am fully recommending Jonathan Absher as the next Lead Pastor of The Grove. 

Jonathan and his family have been with The Grove for several years, and he joined our ministry staff last 

summer. He’s been preaching regularly and has lead pastor experience. Jonathan is willing and ready to 

guide The Grove in its next season of ministry. 

 

I am thankful for the support and flexibility The Grove has provided to my family over the years. The past 

six years have been a blessing to us, and I know God will continue to work through The Grove to impact 

this community for years to come! 

 

Serving Jesus Together, 

Josh Duncan 


